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Ready to Go
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of telling how generally Alaska may
be settled.

“We feel that S0 far as thig par-
ticular 8roup is concerned we are on
safe ground because there is a mar-

benefit also to the isolated farmers
now in the district. We know the
land is fertile,

“No well developed System of pro-
duction ang marketing ever hag
been devised by the isolated farmers
who are there now. We-will have
such a method.

“Not only wil) the families be pro-
vided with comfortable log houses,

companionship, The farmg have
been so laid out that the houses will
be at the corners of the farms, form.

ing groups of four. We have com- |

Jerseys Being Sent
“We are taking 150 head of Jer-
jseys into Alaska, cows and bulls, ag
the basis of our dairy herds, We
thought of Guernseys first but it

be plenty of chickens for areal farm
establishment.

“The land ig not worth much to-
day—s$4 or $5 an acre—but we he-
lieve that oyer & period of years the

pbay back the $3,000 a family the gov-
ernment putg up for them.”
Every man must have felt ‘the

are doing. They are ‘cutting looge
from everything that hag been near
and dear—friendg and farms ang
communitieg,

Theirs shoulq be a fascinating
story to live, T thrill in the antici-
pation of writing jt,

Group
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1935 Pioneers
Ready to TeJ]
State Goodby

Leave for Alaska Within
Two Days; Reporter
for Journal to Write qof
Their Trip

BY ARVILLE SCHALEBEN
OF THE JOURNAL STAFF

Why is the United States govern-
ment spending $900,000 to transplant
200 northern Wisconsin, Michigan
and Minnesota
families to an
Alaskan wilder-~
ness?

Director Har-
ry L. Hopking of
the federa 1
emergency relief
administration
answers that
question, on the
eve of the depar-
ture of the 67
Wisconsin fame.
ilies, in a state-
ment to The
Journal corre~
Arville Schalehen fﬁgﬁ;‘;;‘;ﬁ‘;
Journal has assigned me to report
their brogress.” 1 shal] 80 with them
to Alaska ang live with them in theip
new homes. We shall record history, X
not after it has been made, but while
it is being made,

Mr. Hopking said: “Alaska is
about the only unsettieq country we

have left, Now. we.are dl'living:gyg;;_'.q

Trek Starts Monday
The Wisconsin and Michigan fam.

bort their story—ag they live jt and
while they live it,

“We are allotting to each of the
families a 40-acre farm,” Mr, Hop-
kins continued, “anq You can gseq
how limiteq agriculture js therg
when I tej] you that these 200 fam-
ilies will double the amount of land
being used in Alaska for agriculture,

“It is true that the argument has
been made that some of the miners
who went broke in the Klondike
rush tried farming in this same val-

A few of them are there now, widely
scattered, but most of those who
failed were not farmers to start
with,

“We haye selected young farmers
for this pioneer development~ men
and women who come from pioneer-
|ing stock, who are used to long, cold
!winters and hardships. I do not he-
i?lieve that they will find the mean
| temperature there much differcnt
| from that they have been used to.

May Expand Plan
“We selected Minnesota, Michi-
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