122 Men Quit
Z‘bg()lony JOBS

Leave Alaska Valle/}zjgt;
:| ‘Mosquitoes,’” Transients
Say on Departure
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Palmer, Alaska—(By Radio)—At
least 22 transient laborers quit the
Matanuska valley colonization proj-
ect in a group Monday because of
dissatisfaction with conditions. Four
others were fired for drunkenness.

This reduced the construction divi-
sion personnel, whose laborers came
from California transient camps, to
400 men just at the time when every
man is needed and Frank U, Bliss,
director of construction, is calling
for more help because he is behind
schedule. He has been promised 80
lumberjacks from Washington state.

Mismanagement Charged
“All I can say,” Bliss said, “is that
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these men were dissatisfied with life
in Alaska and this kind of camp
life. Their quitting is not unexpect-
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The men said they quit because of
| mismanagement,. They claim they
signed up in California to do one
 kind of work and have been doing
| other kinds here.

“I'm a carpenter,” one said, “and
T've been cutting more bacon than
I ever saw in my life. They had me
working in the kitchen.”

Another explained that he had

signed as a steel worker and that
| there was nothing but logs to work
'with in Alaska. Others claimed
they were machinists or truck opera-
itors and had been handling freight
or brushing.

Had to Pay Own Fare

These men asserted that they were
absolutely promised the kind of work
they were fitted for but Bliss said
they were simply classified and told
they would have to do whatever
work was required. Bliss was borne
out by the work agreements, in
which the men agreed “to perform
such technical, manual or other du-
ties as directed by superintendents”
for 48 hours weekly,

Some men also complained about
the hours of work, the food and the
fact that they hadn’t known what
their wages would be. The agree-
ments said np less than $20 a month
wage.

All 26 men were required to pay
their own railroad transportation to
Seward, costing $9.65. They will be
hauled to Seattle on the government
chartered North Star. The railroad
fare comes out of what money they
had coming from the government
for their labor, - .

“Gosh,” one protested at the fare,
“I could walk and make wages."”

Finished Their “Chapter”.

It was an odd scene when they
boarded the train. Many didn’t have
a dollar in their pockets, They car-
ried blanket rolls and old suitcases
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