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Jie, Mich, He is 15 d‘y{dd. Every-
body wanted to se¢ him and most
everybody did. Meanwhile, he lay
quietly in his basket crib. Believe it
or not, he slept through all the ex~
citement.

“This is old stuff to him now,” his
proud young mother, Mrs. Milan
‘Spencer, remarked. “Everybody has
been making a fuss over him, but he
hasn't cried a minute all the way.”

That baby must be famous today.
What with five or six movie camera
tqen and as many newspaper pho-
toyraphers filming him from every
angle, hundreds of his pictures are
around the land by now.

Dive Into Baths

Police cleared a lane for the trav-
elers to the hotel. They walked
through the (ringe of Seattle's orien-
tal -district, up a sharp hill to the
hostelry. Roomis had been assigned
them by Ctamber of Commerce men
who met the train 40 miles ov¢ of
town. There was but slight confu-
“sion and within two hours most ¢f
the new guests had dived into r.
freshing water.

Incidentally, they are quartered in
no run down place. All the rooms
-have running water ana many have
baths. The latter were assigned to
parents with large families.
| After catching a little rest at the
hotel the colonists rode street cars to
;a cafeteria and then attended a mov-
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As
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ﬂ,:;gs in Alaska we'll mean more to
them,” reasoned Otis Brown of
Pelican Lake. “They’ll be our near-
est neighbors in the s’ ates. We'll
have to work with them. We’'ll be

selling them stuff and we'll be buy- ™

ing from them.”

The curious stood about station
platforms or sat on fences and
waved as the train rolled on. At
every stop they were eager to gos-
sip with colonists. Small town news-

paper men turned ou:, too, getting |

interviews and inquiring about their
health.

At Avery, Idaho, William Putnam
stayed up until midnight to meet
the train. He left Alaska two years
ago. “Not so good at Matanuska,”
he said discouragingly.
te market stuff. You should be go-
ing to Homer.”

Said a man who had railroaded
through Alaska:
You people are going to paradise.”

The conflicting stories on Mata-
nuska's desirability have the pros-
pective settlers baffled. Most of
them now have decided to quit lis-
tening to them until they can find
out for themselves.

Here are a few sidelights on the
train trip:

Neil Miller, one of the pioneers, re-
signed as principal of schools at
Blair, Wis,, to make the trip. *“I
wasn't broke but I was going to
break,” he said. “A chance like this
comes so seldom so I resigned.”

There’s a chance for Ely Culbert-
son and P. Hal Sims to do a little pio-
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Shake Hands With Waiters
Mothers en route appreciated
what t_he dining car stewards did
fc?r them. Any hour of the day or
nfght they could bounce into the

Our pioneers

Wisconsin and Michi
roud of their colonlsts.n'z)ei?:in?;
Drefented a fine appearange
S L 3k tigins |
that mo-
nent. ey scrubbed their children
nd shined them u;: so they looked
ke dolls, dressed in their bright
inghams, neat stveaters and jackets
nd brushed shoes. They felt that
‘the very finest their limited means
could command was none too fine for
Seattle’s welcome. A few, of course,
had to be content .ith their only
clothes, such as overalls or breeches
and leather boots.

At Cle Elum, Wash., the Milwau-

kee road train stopped for water.
Mothers and children hopped off and
thastily gathered wild flowers. Back
ion the train they made these into
‘bouquets fo: themselves and hair
\garlands for the little girls.
“We'll show them that we know
‘how to make the most of what we
have,” said Mrs. Oscar Beylund of
;(mce'Lake.

Beards Chopped Off

The men were a bit vain, too.
Many of them had not shaved since
leaving home but with Seattle near-
‘ing they dug out the old shaving kits
and went at it, train jerking and
} cold water to the contrary notwith-
standing.

Those who had changed into rough
‘clothes after leaving St. Paul three
days ago climbed back into the Sun-
day go to meeting clothes they wore
{or their send-offs back home. Why,
some even apologized for suit wrin-
kles.

Pride? These folks have it. Seat-
tle knows that now.
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