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ON MAIN SCIOCL RUILDING TAKYE QVER TUTORING TASKS
The good news hinted at last The Matanuska Vallev school

week 13 here. Vo are to have the
permanent schcol butlding this
fall and plans t'o2r the ereation of
temporary buildings have been can-

celled,

Washingtonts nermission to go
ghead with the big Cormamunity Cen-
ter unit meets with the hearty ap-
proval ot everyone. (olonists

huave expressed themselves quite
freely on the sunject and oiticials
here have backed them.

The school unit includes the
commnity hall whieh will be of the
utmest importance to the (olony
this winter. without it the tine
moving picture egquipment we have
would bhe useless, There would he
ne place to held public meetings
or have any kind ot entertainment.
ccl. Hunt has estimated sixty day
as the length of time 1t will take
to fit it for occupancy.

In his weekly report to Wash-
ington, Col. Hunt ;ives cnly four-
teen houses lef't to ne started, us
against 51 the week bheiore. Sixty
wells have been completed and six
more are either being drilled or
dug by hand., The bkarn construction
program is well under way and the
inside finishing of occupied homes
is receiving its share of atten-

tion., The majcr ccenstructi-n rhase
is well ovor the top.
Eugene arr vho, as head cof the

procurement lelnlcn, has charge
of all emplcyment, states that he
will not be hiring any more men at
present, In fact he intimated that
the next move would bhe the cutting
of existing crews.
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ITEITOGRAPHER
SUVAERS PALNITIL ACCTIONNT
Miss

Rita hevelle slinoned on

a muddy path duecing the rain Tues-
day morning and Ifractured her let't

and knec.
it is,
tran -

ankle
paintul,
simple

leg heotwean the
While oxivemely
fortunately, only a

ture and Doctor Nuthaniel 3rown,
who "mt the bhroken bone into place
hetween aplints, nredicts an early

Pecove“y.

Misg Revelle taken to Anch-
orage I~r X rays in one of the
small railroad speedrrs., Father
Sulzman accompanied 1@1.

DAVIS:
at General

WELS

vour hed roll found
Oftice.

GECRGE
znd now

stafr 1s now complete with the
arrival this week of six uddi-

" tional temchers who are already

nt theilr task of travelling irom
home to home, holding classes to»
those children who are too far

as _Lll (53

from either Matanuska ‘or
to attend either school.
Five of the teachers came north

nn the last trip of the Yukon.
They were IMlss !Mlldred Ferguson,
from Minneapolis; Miss Marjorie

rotter, of (Cedar Raplds, Towa;
Miss Feggy Pimperton, whose home

18 great alls,
Janet Rorges, ol
Mlss Zelda King,
Washington.

Miss Lorinda ward, whe had
sailed North two weeks previcusliy,
is another who hatlls trom Anchor-
age, Miss King taught school at
Seward last term af'ter three years
as teancher at Matanuska. Miss Ward

Montana; Miss
Anchorage; and
tf'rom Mahton,

taught a term at Hope.
Miss Rorges 1s not a stranger
to the - valley, either, having

taught right here in Palmer lust
year, Miss pimpertont's Alaska ex-
perience includes teaching at
Douglas.

They are all comf'ortably quar-
tered with the Victer Johnsons on
Tract 97, about a mile and a half
West on Finger Iake Road, and th@y
get around to thie various homes
by car,

NEWS~REEL MAN
GETS HEAL NEWS

Fred Fordham, veteran knight
of' the tripod and crank, who 1s
nationally known for discovering
new camera shots through a techs~
nigque all his own, 1s here on the
project to get a true piectorial
record of the development.

"pilm," said Mr. Fordham,
the one medium thut can tell a
story more concisely and more
lucidly than any other, No writ-
ten words can possibly capture the
bustling activity I have caught
with the lens.,"

Mr. Fordham is aovering every
angle of the project and has "can-
ned" some exceptional scenes.

A cow in a stand ot oat hay
enough to hide her will prob-
o r'armer curse, but to #
camera man it is a shot at which
no skeptic can shout 'rake! when
projected cn a screen,
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A DELIBERATE LIAR OR
JUST PLAIN DUMBNESS?

Read the following and answer
the above guestion yourself. Your
guess is as good as ours.

It seems incredible that any
Alaskan would tell such deliberute
and bare faced lies about his home
Territory as these we have before
us. on the other hand, 1t seens
equally incredible that any man
could live in a country five years
without learning something about
it; at least as much as the sver-
sge ten-year-old school boy would
know.,

Ves, the answer is in one of the
two premises submitted above. Take
your choice.

Mr. Erick W. voss, of 3t. Joseph,
¥ichigan, has written Dr. Charles
E. Bunnell, president of the Uni-
versity of Alaska, asking if there
{s any truth in a feature article
which apoeared in a St. Joseph
paper. Evidently Mr. Voss is a
thinking man, for he suggzests that
it sounds just like so much polit-
ical bunk to hin,

president Bunnell has sent the
inquiry on to Ross sheely here as
thero sare some questions regarding
the soil that Mr. sSheely, in his
capacity as Director of Agricul-
tural Extension for the U., can
answer with avthority.

me have been asked to answer
some of the other gross misstate-
ments which were set down by a man
named pledge Brown, who claims o
hsve been 4 newspaper marl during
his five years of residence in
Ketchikan.

Perhaps he was, but we can't help
feeling that he should have left
printerts ink alone and stuck more
closely to the tin shop he ran in
that coastal city.

Copies of this paper will be sent
to Mr. Voss, The Ketchikan chron-
icle, where Mr. Brown claims to
have worked, and to the St. Josenh
Herald-press. If the papers publish
1t we can discount the suggestion
of Mr. Voss and score against the
second half of the question exproL-
ged in our hegading. A man seldom
sets out deliberate lios without a
reason for them. :

The statements in gquotation maris
are Mp. RBrown's, the others our
answers.

"plaskats new "pioneers,’ wards of
a generous government, will be
shouting to return homs after they

Faamtivnad o puto 4)
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MAPLE SUGAR! MAVBE!

How about Matanuska Maple Sugar?
Is it not possible that this may
have been overlooked? When one
can harvest as much as 77 bushels
of Leader or Victory oats to the
acre he is liablo to forget such
things ns by-products from his un-
cleared land, or from areas that
do not lend themsclves to plowing.

There is not a great deal of dif-
fercnce betwe:n the climate of the
sugar raising section of New Eng-
landé and that of the valley but
what it would be worth the exper-
imont.

Sap runs Ireely up here. You
can sock an uxe into a tree here
in the Spring and have the sup spit
risht out at you, and old timers

have made a fair graade of sugar
from birch.
Tf any of the old settlers of tho

valley have tried out the Eastern
sugar Maple here we would be glad
to hear what success attended the
experiment., I 1t hus never been
tried we can write the chambers of
commerce back in some of the clties
of Vermont and New Humpshire and
have them send in grarts for plant-
ing next Spring.

e e e . . S i e S

LEGION DANCE CALLED OFF--
7O MAHNY TOUSE WARMINGS

With so many Colonist families
moving into th.ir completed homes,
and so many house warmings sched-
uled for Saturday cve, the Legion
has decided to postpone its pro-
nosed dance until the following
saturday night.

Mr. cook, oi the experimental
farm, who has the hall aut Matan-
uska has kindly accepted the can-
cellation, and announces that he
will hold the regular wcek-end
dance there for those who will not
be out christening new homes.

Next Saburday evoning wt eight
otclock transportation ror thae Col:
onists will be at cach of the sev-
gral camps.

The membors of the American Leg-
ion post now being formed ask that
everyons in the colonist group who
can nlay any instrument pleuse be
there. It is proposcd to select u
yarmanent orchestra which will
play at all socinl functlons wheru
music is desired. compensation
for their sorvices will be arrangoe
+ith the musicians chosen, 80 sot
out the old "stretch organ mouth

harp, fiddle, puitar or what huve
you. Polish hor up «nd be there

Tor a big time. Don't forgcet the
date: September 23th, «t the hall
in Mutanuska.

Legion meeting at the Library
tent on '¢! Street at 8 otclock
Friday evening. szeretary Atwood
asks you all to bring your crae-
dontianls.
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==CCMINGS AND GOINGS--

Father Sulzman 17t Tuesday for
Jeward and
28th. Captain Jim Halloran will be
Flre Warden during Fr. Sulzmants
absence, '

Mr, and Mrs, M. *,
Anchorage!'s

Snyder, of
flamous restaurant, The

Log Cabin, were visitors to the pro-

Ject Wodnosday.

"Oklahoma" Jack Stahler is back
with his wife and family, and that
ought to change the hotting. ‘whon
Oklahoma, who was hero to grecet the

first of the cclonists, left to
A2t his famlly there was plonty orf
vven money that he wouldn't return.
He fooled them, and now he says

he's hers to stay.
FPorter RBerryhill, chief Inglneer

of the Alaska Railroad,
Hetzdorf were Valley visitors on
Vednesday . ' S

“WTR”W NCTICES

Undenominutlondl Services wlll
pe held at the tent of Mrs. Parkins
on E Streast Sunday at'ternoon at 2
P, M. Nid~weck prayer mo:tings at
the same place Wednesdays at 7:30,
with 2ither Rev patterson or Rev,
Crabb conducting. -All are cordi-

ally 1nv1faﬂ ' .

Lutheran Sefvi<eo will be helAd
by Rev. Mr. Frieling at 11 o'ﬁlolk
Junday at his tent on A Streec
Sunday cchool an hour earlier.

Last Sunday Father Sulzman bhap-
tised f'our (Colenist habiles in the
temporary ch pal upstairs in the
Trading Q ter. The children chris-
tened were: Iynn Henry Stephan,
Rarbara Anne Lund, Monty Melvin
stephan Larsh and Mavis Therese
La Valley s . ' ’

FINNT3H BATHS POPUL&?

Madelaine de Tovas, our popular

Red (Qross nurvse, had her inttlation
Iinto the revivitrying mysteries of

a Tinnish bath at the Heganson
tract last Monday. she reported 1t
2 most popular institution.

DaviAd onkka otf tract 61 near
cemp A also hasz a Finnish bath anAd
0d of his Iriendq n]oyad it last

Saturday. o

He explalned it as a1 low log
building 12x168 feet, with a fire in
a steel drum and hot rocks on top
of 1t. ©Pour water over the hot
rocks and the placs

ur way out t

thoroughly

finding yo

aftsr you are coocked,
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2Xpects to return on the

and Nuwey -

fills with-steam,
Thatts 2ll there 1s to it; exceprt
hrough the rog

Puge &
NOTICE
Uhleéé unexpectedly called

away, M, de Foras, Red (Cross
Nurse, will have an office day
sach Wednesday at her tent.

Miss de i'oras ..sks that those
who left eye gluasses, clothes such
as dresses, boys cap and a coat
on the Ste Mihiel plense call ror
them at her tent.

TROPHY RAGGED ACROS3 RIVER

Last Saturday evening rour
mighty hunters left here for the
Knik Rlver bridge site, where they

were f'oarried over and entertalned
by Mr. Littlejohn oi the Road Jom-

mission at his camp,

Rright and early Sunday movning
they were off up the mountuin,
grim faced and determined, boding

bad luck for any of the genus
Capra they might sce. But 1t
se¢ s some Indians were ahead of

them frightening all gouts from

thelr path,
High up the

cuanyon, Jjust when

thelr legs were hogin”ing o get
springy at the knees, they spotted

game, Roess 8heely.threaded his un-
erring eye through the sights....

and there was the geat. Just as
simple as that, It was getting

into the afternoon and they had to
hurry, It being gheely's game, he
threw the.three hundred pound gout
ovar his shoulder and they started
down the mountain., Then they saw
f'our brown bear in a blueberry
ratch, They took some shots at
seventeen hundred yards (o1l course
1t really we.s getting late) and
succedded in zetting the btears to
do a bewildeved merry-go-round,
Yhen they st 2ted o'l again
Don Ivwin insisted upen deing his
share ot the packing, He carried
the f'ive hundred pound carcass
f'or some distance. Then 3ears,
old mHurry-up farry himself, spel-
led Trwin, but golng down +he hill
was harder than cllmbing and the
seven hundred pound goat soon he-
came a load, (olonel ILeRoy Hunt,
trained to'pack 1n the iarine (orp
-~ map cases, hinoculars and the
11ke =-- got his military hardenea
shoulders under the big twelve
hundred poand beast and staggered
into camp with 1t, o
The trophy can he viewed at
Trwint's game cache., Tt!'s the whit
cne...the one that looks like a
rabblt only it has horns ins téad o
hlh 8nYrs,
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wWanteds; a4 girl to work 1n Col-

onist,home at Palmer (amp for ten
days. pFour children to tuake cure ¢
hut 111 ovaer tive vears, Iniuire cr
Mrs, H1lliam Bennett, R 3trect,
P:“ln‘e»l‘ ’
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A DELTIRERATE LIAR OR --
(Continue 1)

have harvested their first crop,”

part of the first crop has al-
ready been harvested and all re-
maining Colonists eager to stay
and make good. sighteen hundred
people here being fed neas, car-
rots, lettuce, cauliflower, rut-
agagas, turnips, potatoes, cab-
bage, rhubarb, low- and high-bush
cranberries and raspberries out
of community gardens planted by
themselves, and from wild fruit
bushes growing around thetr homes.

“The sending of farmers from
wichigan, Wisconsin und Minnesota
to Alaska to farm is one of the
most foolish moves this adminis-
tration has done to date, ' says
¥r. Brown, &nd continues: "Pirst
of all there is no top soil any-
where in Alaska."

petll pass over whatever “fool-
is moves the administration has
done,* and ask *r. Brown to talk
FItR any man who has sean the base-
ment axcavations around here. The
top soil is from four to seven feet
thick.

"There is an annual rainiall in
coutheastern Alaska o lu4 inches,
thereby making the soil unf'it for
farming and the melting of winter
snows in Matanuska valley, where
the “pionsers’ are now located,
with no drainagze makes the country
unf'it for crop raising," ir. arown
tells us,

cranted they have rain at Ketch-

from pag

ican, but we are ov:ar « thousand
miles from there, and the Matanusla

valley can boast of only a 14%* inch
average annual precipitation over

o continuous U. S. Weather BPureau
observation for twelve years.

“The potatoes and strawberries
are perhaps the largest grown in
the world," admits our informant,
but adds: "then the potatoes are
cut open thay are sSogdy and untit
for human consumption and the
berries are tasteless and stringy.
iheat, barley and oats are mouldy
by harvest time."

we have whaat here that mills
into the finest kind of flour, and
mouldy barley doesn't thresh and
prove by test to be 977 as fatten-
ing as corn. Oats fully mature
and have hecon a staple crop in the
valley for years. The potatoes we
are eating here are splendidly
firm, smooth and shallow cyed, They
are not soggy uand Colonists have
heen heard to say they were hetter
than what they raised back home.

Rrown says that the crops are
wum "...because of too rich a low-
er soil."

our lower soil hsre happens to
h»e gravel, which, by the way 1s
fine ror drainage, and that answers
the guestion cof our spring snow
melting -- 45 inches averase annual
fall.

THE MATANUSKA VALLXE7 PICNEER

straw-

Page 4

He almost gets onto the right
track when he says: "During the
short summer in the ilatanuska Vual-
ley, nine weeks at the mcst, two
and three crops can he grown."

Two ~rops cf clover and alfalra
can be grown, Hay of the latter
varicety was ~ut twice this swuner
rrom a ten-year-old stund and each
cutting wus 35 feet tall.

vith povernizent observers re-
cording an average of 13U consec-
utive frost-free days over a per-
iod of yeors it loolks lile NI,
Rrown had just nkout cut our sun-
mer in haif. Ue have as many hour.
of gsrowing sunlight here s there
are along the northern boundary or
the Tnited States.

QUT OF SThD AGAILN

Rrown gets werse as he goes
along. 1ir. Sheely!'s repcrt will
mere thoroughly ~cover the orop,
soil and climatiec an,;les, but 1like
all other Alaskans he can only
langh at the rest o ouv tin-snip-
ping histerian's arerrational rav-
ings.

tone of the complaints of the
"pioneers" is the lack of medical
servicéa. . Thev have cne doctor ar.d
0 truined nurse to the 180C odd
soils in the valley. The lutanus-
a Valley is 175 miles rortreast oo
cewnrd and on the zoverrient rall-
road. TII cne 1is seriously ill, he
st he remcved to the hospltal ry
either train or rlane.”

we might inferm M. ArCwn fhut
we have a corps cof two dentors and
six rurses running twe teriporary
hospitals, with a bix and, perra-
nent building nearing completion.
And the inrerence is that we have
to ;o to Seward 1or treatment in
rasos involving the use of modern
appliances, Uthat's the matter wit:
snrhorage, only forty-rour miles
away, and ejulpped with the best
hospital aleng the lines

"Wet only will the "nioneers' b
disappeinted in their ~rops, they
will have Lo face lirfe in the raw.
They will have no modern facilitie
of any kind such as even the poor-
est ol tarms "down below'" have.
mhey will have oil lamps and wood
and coke rires.”

Tf warm houses, plenty ol fuel
last minute gasoline 1ights and
radioss living - 1thin ten miles of
qa well-stoclked library und & sounc
projszction movie show: having u btu
service for their children to ut-

tend school -- if that is seelny
1ife in the raw, then surely the

Colonists will experience it this
winter.

vIHO'S AFRAID OF THi RIG BAD WOLK?

rrappers Attentiontl Mr. Brown
is about tc let you in on somethir
"uring the long winter monthu
the new 'pioneers' will have to
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combat the huge wolf-packs that in- for tho passing ol a dirty nume,

vade even the larger cities and and get thirty days suspended
towns in sesarch for food. It is not sentance in the governmont joil, "
saf'e to venture to the edze of any Wow!l Arc we tough up herol
towns after nightfall during the The only placs in tho world, too,
winter, gnarmed. " whare suspended sentances are

Now there!'s a break for the Gol~ served in jail., wWo're Jjust dif-
onists. A real break. He throws ferent, thatr's all,
some bait, say the carcass of a "The owner of a fishing boat,
snowshoe rabbit, out into the buack halibut or salmon, averages from
yard, then he goss into the house 315,000 to #R20,000 nct, in the

and sits by the radio with his TV - five months of tho Tishing season
orite pipe and a good boolk. At the Or he has had o bad yeur, "

first blood curdling howl -- for- some of the boys will be gl:d
aging wolf packs ars always sup- to know ~bout that. They've been
‘posed to let out blood curdling 301ng by thosc darned misherics
howls, arentt they? -- well, he Bureau bulletins which £1ive seven
throws up the window, only a fow wacks as tho longest salmon fish-
inches mind you, just enough to ing scason, And won't they be
stick his rifle barrel out, but not Sore when they rind that the can-
enough so that the savage, hunger- nery left a ciphor of their pay
crazed brutes can squs:ze in, and check?
then he lots tem have it. EREven if "Vice, gambling und 1liquor
it is at night he can't miss, The are legolizod and the saloons urc
moonlight here is bright as day. Filled to cupacity cvery night or
Whsn the first one falls tho the year.  In fact every night
rest of the pack will Jump on him 1s Now Year's eve, Individual

and eat him up. Thoy invariably do Dprospectors blow into town from
that in stories, you know, and what some ™Mwknown" point far up in
in the world is this mastorploce or the frozon north, tilt their poke

misstetement by Mr. Pledge Brown of dust on the bar, and call on
but a fiection varn of the first drinks for the house, the sam.
water? as has been going on in Alaska
When the wolves pounce upon the. since gold was first discovered,"
unfortunate one our Golonist hus o Shades of' Dun lMagrow]
minute or two in which to relight Right herc is vhore we speak
his pipe, then he can polish the our little picece., It's too much
rest off at leisure while they are to wade through any more of such
at their cannibalistic foast. scditious slavering. Away gocs
Now he brings them in and slkins the oditorial two' while T ot
them. TLet's say he pot ten, thore this oft my chest,
should be at luast ton in o thugge! I came to Alaska us ] vory
pack, At twenty dollars aplece smill boy, I've travelled over a

bounty which the Torritory pays and 1ot of it, have poled my boat up
sale of ths pelts bringing another Rameloss rivers and mushed my
twanty on an avarasze, our Colonist dogs ovur t?ulls o1 my own @uklng.
has made himsu1lf 3360.00 -- one I've lived in estublished citics

out for the f2ast. Fe can then - and in towns thuat hav. boomed and
turn off the radio znd go to bod. died, but I don't know the Alasic

of which this fecllow Brown writos.

I was onc of the first from
Fairbuanks to rc¢ach the chisunu at
the time oo the big stumpede, wnd
it was the last camp I know of
where dust couldn't be changed
into checechako monecy....1913.

I think I know =about most of
the murder cases during the pust
thirty ycears, but I don't know of
any wnere a man ot 80 duys. He
years and no one has sver beun at- vither was wcquitted or paid the
tackued by wolves, penalty.

And now ¥r. Brown tells us sbout I burncd up my heud net once
tha mosquitoss that "...have b.en while lighting my pipo, and T was

The only thing wrong with that
picture is that there aron't e¢nough
wolves to go around. A good Matan-
uska Valley trappor like wmil La
Walters would consider a wintor's
catch of threc a big year. It's
the mink, fox, lynx and ermine that
he depends upon to buy his outfit.

As for it being safe to travel
around, wc¢ll, this valley has had
settlers in it for over twenty

known to strangls o man to donth in rosl mosquito country, not o
in scvoersl minﬁtes." clear, breezy valley like this.
We've sexn them pretty bad, but I suffored from the blgmud ﬁhings,
Dover that bad. A veil and gloves yos, but they nover got to first
were alweys protiction usnough, but bage on this struangling busincss,

nor did thsy cven close my wyes.

this thing of strangling. ...maybe : .
Therce is only onc conclusion

het's thinking of those big Kodiak ; : g

bear, And herots something clse I can reach about Mr. ploedgge

we never knew. Brown says: "alaska Brown and his article. It is writ-

is « rough, tough nd wild today ton out on a picce of usbestos

as it was in tho stirring days of and will be attached to a copy of

the Klondike......ilen still kill this pupur. I'd like to hand it t
' to him....psrsonally.



